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From Amazon book reviews
5.0 out of 5 stars 
If you are wanting to build an Audio Tube Amp for your Stereo, this is the 
book!!
Reviewed in the United States on April 26, 2023
Verified Purchase
Finally, I found it, a book on building tube amplifiers and you do not need an advance 
degree in Calculus to understand the theory. Very clearly written in plain English and 
easy to understand.
Having worked as an electronic tech for the past 30 years, I can read and understand 
complex schematic. This book is fantastically easy to understand and if you are afraid of 
electrical schematics, the author has provide detail drawing of how the circuit is layout 
with component by component placement.
I have purchased several other books that spent page after page with charts telling me 
how a tube or a transistor will perform. That stuff puts me to sleep and those books are 
in a pile labelled I'll will never read them.
This book is totally different and so easy to understand. Another excellent thing about 
this book is, if the author is explaining how a portion of a circuit works, the drawing he 
is referring to is located in the same paragraph and not on the next page!! I really 
enjoyed reading this book and hopefully you will too.

5.0 out of 5 stars
What the title says
Reviewed in the United States on March 10, 2024
Verified Purchase
This is a good book for someone who has little knowledge of electric circuits and no 
knowledge of how tubes do what they do. I did not need the basic electricity information 
but the tube information is kept deliberately simple so as to not overwhelm the reader. I 
now know a lot more about tube circuits and how they work. I can now follow the signal 
path through a wiring diagram. There is also a section on basic amplifier construction. I 
would recommend Vacuum Tube Amplifier Basics to anyone wishing to learn a little bit 
about the nuts and bolts of these devices.

5.0 out of 5 stars 
Excellent, mid / intermediate DIY amp builder resource.
Reviewed in the United States on February 11, 2018
Verified Purchase
Well written and concise, hobbyist DIY amp builders will learn something here. 
Supplement with other online video resources to nail down critical concepts and build 
your confidence to build a great tube amp - great stepping stone for beginner to 
intermediate level electronics enthusiasts with some amp building experience. Two 
thumbs up! Basics? Well, perhaps, but plenty of good material here to reinforce what 
you think you may already know. You know who you are!

   
 


	About This Book 1
	Safety Concerns 2
	Power Supplies 79
	Power Amplifiers 96
	Engraved Panels 114
	• Chassis Fabrication 116
	• Creating an Amplifier 127
	• Power Supply 133
	• Output 152
	• Pre-Amplifier & Output Driver 168
	• Input Amplifier 177
	• Final Assembly 180
	Projects 190
	Citations 228
	About This Book
	Safety Concerns
	The Electron Tube
	Electron Tubes With Grids
	The Triode, Tetrode and Pentode
	Tube Socket Pins
	Selecting Wire
	Soldering
	Reading Circuit Drawings
	Vacuum Tube Symbols
	Circuit Drawing Connection Points
	Ohms Law
	Power and Watts
	Resistors
	Resistance Voltage Drop
	Potentiometers
	Volume Control
	Voltage and Current
	Direct Current
	Measuring Voltage and Current
	Measuring Current Across A Resistor
	RMS and PEAK
	Voltage Dividers
	Power Transformers
	Capacitors
	Cathode Bypass Capacitor
	Capacitor Reactance
	Grounds
	Ground Loops
	Headroom
	DB and Voltage Audio Levels
	Frequency, Phasing and Wavelength
	Frequency Response and Phase Errors
	Distortion
	Negative Feedback
	Grid Bias
	Miller Effect
	Voltage Gain
	Calculating Required Voltage Gain
	12AX7 Chart of Measured Values
	Plate Dissipation
	Integrating Stages

	Power Supplies
	The Rectifier
	Filtering
	Load Effect on Filtering
	Choke Inductor LC Pi Filter
	Capacitor Loading
	Vacuum Tube Rectifier Current Load Graphs
	Solid State High Voltage Loading
	Tap Bias from High Voltage Secondary
	Filament Voltage Loading
	Calculate Filament Voltage under Actual load
	Filament Induced Hum
	Hum Balance Pot
	Calculate Fuse Size

	Power Amplifiers
	Class AB Push-Pull
	Class A Single Ended
	Pentode & Beam Power Output Tubes
	Output Tube To Speaker
	Impedance
	Plate Load

	Measure Power & Frequency Response
	Amplifier Power and Loudness

	Engraved Panels
	Front Panel
	Engraved Chassis Plate

	• Chassis Fabrication
	Suggested Tools
	Machining the Chassis

	• Creating an Amplifier
	Procedure from Start to Finish
	Using Datasheets

	• Power Supply
	Calculate Supply Requirements
	Wiring the Power Supply

	• Output
	Designing the Output Circuit
	Testing Power Supply and Output Circuits
	Troubleshoot the Power Supply

	• Pre-Amplifier & Output Driver
	Calculate Required Gain
	Wiring the Pre-Amp and Driver Circuits

	• Input Amplifier
	12AX7 Input Amplifier

	• Final Assembly
	Inputs, Tone, Balance, & Volume Controls
	Notes:

	Projects
	Building From Scratch
	Buffer Line Amplifier
	Turntable Pre-Amplifier
	6V6GTA/6L6GC 5 Watt Monoblock Amplifier
	30 Watt 6L6GC/KT66 Monoblock
	6V6GTA/6L6GC Basic Guitar Amplifier

	Citations



